Proposed Revision of the Bylaws of the
Department of Connecticut, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, Inc.

2025 VFW CONNECTICUT BYLAW REVISION

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of the Department of Connecticut, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States, Inc. are our Department governing rules and are regularly updated to stay compliant with the
VFW National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure; And

WHEREAS, many sections of the 21-page Department of Connecticut Bylaws are redundant,
word-for-word excerpts from the VFW National Bylaws; a number of Bylaw mandates have not been
followed for years; and Article X VI violates provisions of the National Bylaws Section(s) 515, 615; And

WHEREAS, these proposed changes of the Bylaws are so extensive and general that they are scattered
throughout the Bylaws and should be effected by a substitution of an entirely new set of Bylaws called a
revision;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That this 2025 VFW Connecticut Bylaw Revision shall be adopted by
the 2025 Department of Connecticut Convention and become effective after review by the
Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

BYLAW COMMITTEE Chairman;

RECOMMENDED: JUN2025

DEPARTMENT: Connecticut Commander:

PASSED DATE: Adjutant:
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BYLAWS
DEPARTMENT OF CONNECTICUT

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

ARTICLE I
SUBORDINATION
The supreme power of this association is vested in the National Convention and this
Department shall be at all times governed by the Congressional Charter and Bylaws of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, orders issued by authority of the National
Convention, National Council of Administration, the Commander-in-Chief, the Department
Convention, Department Council of Administration and the Commander of the Department of
Connecticut. Resolutions adopted by the National Convention are held to be lawful orders.

By virtue of and in accordance with the Charter granted on January 23, 1921, this subdivision
shall be known as the Department of Connecticut Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States, Inc.

The jurisdiction of the Department shall be confined to the territorial limits of the State of
Connecticut.

The routine operations of the Department shall be detailed in the Department of Connecticut
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) and maintained by the Department Adjutant and
approved by the Department of Connecticut Council of Administration.

ARTICLE I1I
COMPOSITION
The Department shall be governed by a Department Convention as prescribed by Section 504
of the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure. The Department Convention shall consist of:

1. The Commander-in-Chief and Past Commanders-in-Chief who are members in good
standing in a Post in the Department.

2. The National Council Member, the Department Commander, all Past Department
Commanders who are members in good standing in a Post within the Department; all
elected officers of the Department, Chief of Staff, Inspector, and the Adjutant.

3. All District Commanders throughout the Department. In the absence of the District
Commander, the District Senior Vice Commander, or, in the Senior Vice Commander’s
absence, the District Junior Vice Commander may be registered and function as a member
of the Convention.

4. All Post Commanders throughout the Department. In the absence of the Post Commander,
the Post Senior Vice Commander, or, in the Senior Vice Commander’s absence, the Post
Junior Vice Commander may be registered and function as a member of the Convention.

5. Delegates to be elected by the Posts.
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ARTICLE III
CONVENTIONS
The annual Department Convention shall be held between June 1st and June 30th, at such
time and place as shall be determined by the Department Council of Administration, which
shall have full power to act in selecting a convention city. Annual Department Convention sites
will be designated by the Council of Administration two (2) years in advance of the next
annual convention date.

Nomination of Department Officers shall commence no later than 11:30 a.m. on the
next-to-last day of the Department Convention. Nominations shall remain open until the
Convention is ready to vote. Election of Department Officers shall commence no later than
11:30 a.m. on the last day of the Department Convention.

At each Annual Convention, each Department Officer, Activities Chairperson and Standing
Committee Chairperson shall submit a written report to the Department Adjutant.

1. All recommendations contained in Department Officers Reports must be accompanied by

proper and appropriate Resolutions if found necessary by the Bylaws and Resolutions
Committee in order to receive Convention consideration.

2. The Reports of the Department Service Officers shall consist solely of statistical matters

pertaining to the functions of their offices, and recommendations made in such reports shall
be submitted to the Convention in resolution form, if found necessary by the Bylaws and
Resolutions Committee.

3. The reports of all Department Officers, with the exception of the Department Commander,

Department Quartermaster, Department Adjutant, and the Department Service Officer
shall be brief but adequate.

ARTICLE IV
REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS
Regular, special, and committee meetings; conventions; quorum; and authorized attendees
shall be governed in accordance with Section 503 and 522 of the National Bylaws and Manual
of Procedure.

The Council of Administration shall meet in regular session at least on a quarterly basis, but
not less than twice each year.

1. The first meeting shall be within one (1) month after the close of the Department

Convention, and will approve and adopt an Annual Budget covering the financial operation
of the Department for the fiscal year beginning July 1 and ending June 30.

2. The Council of Administration shall meet at such other times as may be deemed necessary

by the Department Commander or as called for by the Council of Administration in
accordance with the provisions of National Bylaws Section 522 (g).

The Council of Administration meetings shall be governed in accordance with Sec. 1003 -
Order of Business-Districts. The Commander may include “Remember our National Home”
after the report of committees. “Read bills” will be combined with the Report of Quartermaster.
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Department officer reports, not specified in the Order of Business, are traditionally given in
ascending order during Good of the Order.

ARTICLE V
QUORUM
The Department Convention and quorum shall be governed in accordance with Section 503 of
the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure.

ARTICLE VI
DUES
The Department dues shall be three dollars and fifty cents ($3.50) per annum on each member
in good standing in each and every Post within its jurisdiction.

Each Post, including newly chartered Posts, will pay a Department Convention delegate
registration fee of three dollars ($3.00) for each and every delegate to which the Post shall be
entitled.

1. Delegate strength shall be one for every thirty members or fraction thereof in good

standing; and, one (1) additional delegate for the Post Commander.

2. Delegate strength shall be determined from membership strength as of April 30 as shown

by the Department Quartermaster’s records.

3. The Department delegate registration fee shall be forwarded by each Post regardless of the

number of delegates present at the annual Department Convention and must be in the
hands of the Department Quartermaster not later than May 30th, or fifteen (15) days prior
to the convening of the Department Convention each year. Posts failing to forward the full
delegate registration fee shall be considered delinquent and in arrears. For Posts that fail
to pay the full delegate registration fees prior to the conclusion of the Department
Convention, a penalty shall be assessed of an additional three dollars ($3.00) per delegate
for a total fee of six dollars ($6.00) per delegate.

4. Post representation shall be restored promptly upon proper adjustment of such deficiencies

in accordance with Section 213 and 413 of the National Bylaws.

ARTICLE VII

DELEGATES
Delegates to the Department Convention shall be elected in accordance with Section 222 of the
National Bylaws.

ARTICLE VIII
FUNDRAISING PROMOTIONS/SOLICITATIONS
This Department may solicit funds or contributions or otherwise engage in fundraising
activities and projects by prior vote of the Department agreeing to such solicitations, activities
and projects in accordance with Section 514 of the National Bylaws.
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ARTICLE IX
ELIGIBILITY TO OFFICE
Eligibility to office in the Department of Connecticut shall be in accordance with Section 515 of
the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure.

ARTICLE X
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS
Officers in the Department of Connecticut shall be in accordance with Section 516 of the
National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure.

1. The elected officers of this Department shall be the Commander, Senior Vice Commander,
Junior Vice Commander, Quartermaster, Chaplain, Judge Advocate, and Surgeon.

2. The Department Commander shall appoint an Adjutant, Inspector and Service Officer.
3. The Department Commander shall appoint a Chief of Staff or Officer of the Day.

4. The Commander shall appoint such chairpersons and committees as deemed necessary to
properly conduct the affairs of the Department. The Standing Committees of the
Department shall be as follows: Executive, Programs, Membership, Administration, and
Health & Welfare. Committee composition, duties, and responsibilities shall be listed in the
Department of Connecticut Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).

5. With respect to salaried officers, the appointment shall be made subject to the confirmation
of a majority vote of the Department Council of Administration.

ARTICLE XI
NOMINATION, ELECTION, INSTALLATION, AND TERM OF OFFICE
With the exception of District Commanders, Department officers shall be nominated, elected or
appointed and installed as prescribed in Section 517 of the National Bylaws and Manual of
Procedure.

ARTICLE XII
OFFICERS DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS
The officers of this Department, elected and appointed, shall have such duties and obligations
as prescribed in Section 518 of the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure or as further
defined in the Department Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).

ARTICLE XIII
PAST OFFICERS
A Past Officer is one who has been elected and installed, appointed or succeeds to a vacancy in
a Department office and (1) has served to the end of their term; (2) died before the expiration
of their term; (3) ceased to hold office by reason of a consolidation of units; or (4) resigned to
enter active military service or, while in active military, resigns office due to receipt of
permanent change of station orders.

ARTICLE XIV
VACANCIES AND REMOVAL OF ELECTED OFFICERS

The Department shall remove elected officers and fill vacancies in accordance with Section 520
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of the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure.

ARTICLE XV
VOTING
Voting at the Department of Connecticut Convention shall be in accordance with Section 521 of
the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure.

Voting shall be by voice vote except when a roll call is demanded by three (3) or more
Delegates from three (3) different Posts, or where there is a contest for Department Officers.

Any office that is uncontested shall be elected by acclamation

ARTICLE XVI
COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION-COMPOSITION, POWERS AND DUTIES
The composition, powers, and duties of the Department of Connecticut Council of
Administration shall be in accordance with Section 522 of the National Bylaws and Manual of
Procedure.

1. The Council of Administration of the Department of Connecticut shall consist of the

Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander, Adjutant, Quartermaster,
Chaplain and District Commanders. In the absence of a District Commander the District
Senior Vice Commander and in the absence of the District Senior Vice Commander, the
District Junior Vice Commander may function as a member of the Council of
julyAdministration.

2. The Judge Advocate, Chief of Staff, Inspector and Surgeon shall be members of the

Department Council of Administration.

3. The immediate Past Department Commander shall be a member of the Department

Council of Administration.

The Council of Administration shall have power to audit the accounts of Department Officers
and shall require that the records and accounts of the Adjutant and Quartermaster be audited
at least annually, between July 1 and July 31 of that year. Such an audit shall be conducted by
a Certified Public Accountant (CPA). The Council of Administration at its first meeting shall
enter into a contract with a Certified Public Accountant to obtain an audit report of the
accounts of the Department of Connecticut, Veterans of Foreign Wars, on an annual basis. A
copy of this report shall be submitted to the Department Council of Administration following
the completion of the annual audit.

Delegates to the Eastern Conference shall consist of the Department Commander, Department
Senior Vice Commander, Department Junior Vice Commander, and as many Delegates to be
appointed by the Department Commander, as is authorized by the Conference Bylaws. In the
event of the inability of the aforementioned Delegates to attend any of the meetings of said
Conference, the Department Commander or their representative shall be authorized to
appoint a substitute in accordance with the Eastern Conference Bylaws.
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ARTICLE XVII
RESOLUTIONS AND MOTIONS
Any procedural matter not provided for by these Bylaws, National Bylaws or Manual or

Procedure, Rules or Convention Rules shall be governed by the current Robert’s Rules of
Order, Newly Revised.

The rules of order governing all meetings, including resolutions and motions, shall be in
accordance with the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure.

1. All resolutions must be submitted in writing in order to receive consideration. Resolutions
from Posts shall be signed by the Post Commander and the Post Adjutant.

2. Posts shall clear their resolutions through their respective District. The District
Commander and the District Adjutant shall sign an endorsement to each resolution
considered by that body, stating whether that District approved or disapproved the
resolution.

3. All resolutions to be considered by a Department Convention shall be in the hands of the
Department Adjutant at least ten (10) days prior to the convening Convention Date.

4. The Department Adjutant shall forward copies of all resolutions received to the
Chairperson of the several Committees, prior to the convening Convention Date.

5. The Chairperson of the Bylaws and Resolutions Committee is authorized and empowered to
return to the Posts and Districts any Resolutions not properly drawn in accordance with
these Bylaws.

6. Resolutions embodying the expenditure of Department Funds must stipulate how the funds
to be expended are to be raised.

7. All emergency Resolutions offered on the floor of a Convention must be in writing, and
shall, without reading, be referred by the Chair to the Bylaws and Resolutions Committee
for consideration and report, unless the Committee has been already discharged,
whereupon such Resolutions shall be submitted directly to the Convention.

1. The procedure stated in Section 1 above, shall be followed for the submission of Resolutions
to the Department Council of Administration for action during the interim between
Department Conventions, except that it will be a requirement that any such Resolution
must be submitted to Department Headquarters at least two (2) weeks prior to the Council
of Administration Meeting at which said Resolution is to be presented.

2. Any Emergency Resolution may be presented within said Two Week period and by-passing
normal procedure upon recommendation of the Department Judge Advocate to the Council

of Administration.

3. Department Headquarters will notify all Posts and Units at least One Month prior to each
Council of Administration Meeting.
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ARTICLE XVIII
DEPARTMENT DISTRICTS
Districts in the Department of Connecticut shall be governed in accordance with Article IV of
the National Bylaws and Manual of Procedure.

The Department Convention shall determine the number of Districts and the geographical
boundaries established in the Department.

The Department is hereby divided into Six (6) Districts, the limitations and designations of
each being as follows:

1. All Posts in Fairfield County (geographical) to compose District No. 1

2. All Posts in New Haven County (geographical) to compose District No. 2

3. All Posts in Hartford and Tolland Counties (geographical) to compose District No. 3

4. All Posts in Windham and New London Counties (geographical) to compose District No. 4
5. All Posts in Litchfield County (geographical) to compose District No. 5

6. All Posts in Middlesex County (geographical) to compose District No. 6

ARTICLE XIX
BYLAWS
These Bylaws shall become effective after adoption by the Department of Connecticut
Convention and reviewed by the Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States.

These Bylaws shall only be amended or altered by the Department Convention by a two-thirds
(2/3) vote of the members present and voting at a meeting thereof; provided that such
amendments have been forwarded through proper channels and written notice thereof,
together with a copy of the proposed amendments being given to the Department Commander
and Adjutant for proper notice to all concerned at least four (4) weeks prior to the convening of
the Department Convention.

Wherever these Bylaws or subsequent amendments may be found to be in conflict with the

present or any future National Bylaws the latter shall prevail and be binding on this
Department as though written herein.
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These Bylaws were adopted, subject to the review of the Commander-in-Chief of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States on the ___th day of June 2025, at the Department Convention in the
City of Rocky Hill and County of Middlesex in the State of Connecticut.

Department of Connecticut
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

By
Department Commander

ATTEST:

By
Adjutant
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