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Committee Co-Chairs, Senator Honig and Representative Foster, and distinguished members of the Veterans’ and
Military Affairs Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of H.B. 6874 and H.B.
5117.

H.B. No. 6874 AN ACT ESTABLISHING PROTECTIONS FOR VETERANS FROM BENEFITS CLAIM SHARKS.
The VFW Department of Connecticut strongly supports H.B. No. 6874 without further amendments. The key part of this

bill that would shut down claim sharks is ensuring anyone charging for services does so adhering to federal law and
regulation.

Claim sharks are individuals or companies that illegally charge fees to assist veterans with their VA benefit claims. They
are not VA accredited, as required by federal law, and currently face no penalties for unscrupulously targeting veterans
and their families with aggressive, deceptive advertising, convincing them to sign contracts with unfair terms that often
lead to exorbitant fees—or a percentage of their benefits until their deaths. Connecticut veterans and their earned federal
benefits are not commercial commodities. Accredited Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) veteran service
officers and claims processors affiliated with Congressionally chartered veteran organizations such as the VFW, American
Legion, or the DAV, daily assist Connecticut veterans. These organizations NEVER CHARGE veterans for claims
processing assistance.

The VFW Connecticut has been forewarned by the Director of the National Legislative Service for the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States Patrick D. Murray, that “claim sharks will try and offer amendments to ‘strengthen’ the bill but
don't let them.” In a Feb. 11, 2025 email, Murray wrote, “The part that NEEDS to stay in the bill is this reference to federal
law: (b) (1) Except as permitted under federal law, no person shall receive compensation for advising or assisting any
individual with regard to any veterans benefits matter.”

In summary, VFW Connecticut strongly supports H.B. No. 6874 without further amendments.
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Proposed H.B. No. 5117 AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AND A CONNECTICUT
VETERANS CEMETERY.

The VFW Department of Connecticut supports H.B. No. 5117 and efforts to ensure a dignified final resting place for our
state’s legible military heroes, here in Connecticut.

According to public statements by the Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA), the Connecticut State Veterans
Cemetery (CSVC) in Middletown will be running out of space by “July 2027” and will subsequently close.

In late January 2025, the Department of Administrative Services (DAS) posted an invitation to submit proposals (DVA -
RFP 25-01) for site offerings for the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA), “throughout the State of Connecticut,
preferably centrally located.” Additionally, Governor Ned Lamont’s FY 2026/2027 budget proposal has allocated half of
the $15 million requested for the “expansion of the Middletown State Veterans Cemetery.”

This DAS Veteran Cemetery Bid Plan is a great opportunity for municipalities to continue our state’s Civil War era
commitment to honor our eligible veterans—united in service to our great nation—by offering a final and lasting resting
place, here in Connecticut.

Additionally, it should be noted, the City of Middletown has four competitive advantages over other Connecticut
municipalities making an expansion of the current cemetery in the state’s best interest:

1. An expansion complementing the CSVC in Middletown as an annex (within three miles of the current cemetery
according to Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) policy) will cost state taxpayers millions of dollars less than
creating a brand-new Connecticut State Veterans Cemetery.

2. The centrally located CSVC in Middletown is easily accessible to families and friends from across the Constitution
State wishing to visit the largest veterans memorial and shrine in Connecticut.

3. The CSVC in Middletown has a well-developed infrastructure with expansive and accessible overflow surface
parking on the adjacent Connecticut Valley Hospital grounds (eg. 500+ participants at the 2024 Wreaths Across
America Day).

4. Middletown has decades of demonstrated and continuous veteran and community support for this source of
pride, including state Memorial and Veterans Day ceremonies, twice annual “Flags In,” and the Wreaths Across
America Day program.

Considerations:

e The Department of Administrative Services (DAS) should also be added to the bill as they acquire the land for the
Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) and is responsible for timely deliverables, including land acquisitions.

e Furthermore, DVA Commissioner Ronald P. Welch testified at the November 12, 2024, Middletown Common
Council Special meeting, the minimum amount of money to establish an entirely new cemetery is “$15 million
dollars.” Governor Ned Lamont’s FY 2026/2027 budget proposal allocated $7.5 million—so we are asking the full
$15 million be allocated.
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Despite years of effort by the DVA—the Connecticut State Veterans Cemetery is still under threat. Additionally, there will
probably be a gap in service, much like what happened when the Spring Grove Veterans Cemetery in Darien that opened
in 1865, reached capacity in 1980. The Connecticut Veterans State Cemetery in Middletown opened on Nov. 11, 1984.

The VFW Department of Connecticut Council of Administration and dozens of American Legion, VFW, VFW Auxiliary,
and Marine Corps League Detachments have adopted the Save Our Cemetery (SOC) Resolution (CTVets.us); additionally,
the Connecticut echelons of the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW); VFW Auxiliary; Disabled American
Veterans (DAV); Marine Corps League (MCL); and Catholic War Veterans (CWV); have united and have pledged support
for saving the Connecticut State Veterans Cemetery.

In summary, the VFW Department of Connecticut supports H.B. No. 5117.

Charles M. Pickett
Senior Vice Commander, VFW Department of Connecticut
Chairman, Save Our Cemetery (SOC) Campaign (CTVets.us)
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