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Dear Service Members, Veterans, Families, and Friends:

The Connecticut Veterans Hall of
Fame is our way of celebrating the many
veterans from Connecticut who have gone
above and beyond in their service to our
nation by continuing to contribute to
our communities, even after leaving the
military. These veterans answered the call
to serve our nation and then returned home
to continue strengthening our state through
leadership, advocacy, and civic engagement.

Inductees of the Class of 2025 reflect the values of dedication and
selflessness that define Connecticut. We are honored to have such
generous individuals living in our state. They have gone above and
beyond the call of duty and have truly made a lasting impact.

I congratulate the 14 veterans who are being inducted into the
Class of 2025, and I thank each of them for everything they have
provided to our nation and the State of Connecticut.

With gratitude,

AN et~

Ned Lamont
Governor
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CONNECTICUT VETERANS HALL OF FAME 2025
INDUCTION CLASS

January 22, 2026
Dear Service Members, Veterans, Families, and Friends:

I am honored to join you tonight to
recognize the Connecticut residents whose
outstanding achievements have inspired
us and left a lasting legacy of service for
generations to come.

These 2025 Connecticut Veterans Hall
of Fame inductees served their state and
their country honorably in the Armed
Forces, and then went on to do the same in
cities and towns across the state. They have
dedicated themselves to building thriving
communities and a stronger Connecticut.

We are grateful to the Class of 2025 and all of the members of
the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame for their brave and patriotic
service, leadership and commitment to improving the lives of others.

Sincerely,

Susan Bysiewicz
Lieutenant Governor
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CONNECTICUT VETERANS HALL OF FAME 2025
INDUCTION CLASS

Dear Service Members, Veterans,
Families, and Friends:

It is truly my honor to join Governor Ned
Lamont, Lt. Governor Susan Bysiewicz,
CT National Guard Adjutant General,
Fran Evon, and members of the 2025

CT Hall of Fame Executive Committee
in congratulating the Class of 2025.

This exceptional ceremony will induct 14
distinguished Veterans into the 21st Class
of the CT Veterans Hall of Fame.

On behalf of our dedicated staff of professionals at the Connecticut
Department of Veteran Affairs we congratulate you on your
honorable service and lifelong accomplishments. You made a
significant impact during your military service, and then pledged
unwavering commitment, service, and volunteerism to our
communities, including persistent, compassionate support and
advocacy to our Service members, Veterans and families in our great
state of Connecticut and beyond. With gratitude and in celebration,
we welcome you into the Class of 2025 of the CT Veterans Hall

of Fame!

Very Respectfully,

Bon Wefch

Ron Welch
Commissioner,

Brigadier General, USA (Ret.)
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History

The Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame
was established to increase the awareness
of the lifetime contributions of Veterans
after completion of honorable military
service. The Connecticut Veterans Hall of
Fame is not a military hall of fame. Those
selected for the honor of induction are
Veterans who honorably served their country
through military service and who continue
to serve and inspire their fellow citizens with their deeds and accomplishments
throughout their lifetime.

Each year the committee selects inductees from applications received from across
the state and nation. These Veterans are leaders in a variety of areas, such as

arts, education, public service, volunteer activities, and community and business
leadership to name a few. Most importantly, they have made significant impacts
on the lives of others and their communities.

To be eligible for the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame, the nominee must
have served their country honorably in a branch of military service and
continued to serve their communities, state and nation after discharge. Because
so many of America’s Veterans continue to give to their communities, state and
nation after honorable military service, the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame
seeks to recognize them for their countless contributions to society.

The Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame is administered by the Connecticut

Department of Veterans Affairs and the Connecticut Military Department on
behalf of the Office of the Governor.

The first class of the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame was inducted in
November 2005 and includes the 41st President of the United States, George
Herbert Walker Bush.

To date, more than 200 Connecticut Veterans have been inducted into the
Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame.



Thomas M. (Tom) Brockett was born and
raised in Branford, Connecticut. He and
his wife, Carolyn are the proud parents of
three children, grandparents of four and
great-grandparents of two. Tom is a retired
labor attorney.

Upon graduation from high school, Tom
served as an air traffic control specialist in
the U.S. Air Force, including service in
Vietnam. He was honorably discharged
as a Stafl Sergeant. He was awarded the
Vietnam Service Medal, National Defense
Medal, Republic of Vietnam Campaign
Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal,
and Connecticut War Time
Medal. After serving his country, Tom was
employed as an air traffic control specialist
at Chicago O’Hare International Airport
until 1981.

Service

Following his air traffic career, Tom
returned to school and received degrees
from Gateway Community College,
Wesleyan University, and a jurisprudence
doctorate from UCONN School of Law.
Tom practiced union-side labor law, serving
working-class Connecticut residents. In
2000, Tom was honored as Alumni of the
Year at Gateway Community College.

THOMAS M. BROCKETT
U.S. AIR FORCE

Branford

In addition to his professional career, Tom
is and has been an active member of the
Branford community for more than 40
years. He is a member of the American
Legion, where he served as Judge Advocate.
He is a member of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars.

for countless teams and as President of

Tom served as a baseball coach

Branford Little League for many years. Tom
was an elected Town Representative and the
Minority Leader of his party. He proudly
authored a resolution that was unanimously
adopted to fly the POW/MIA Flag on all
Branford public buildings. He has also
served as a director for the Community
Dining Room.

Tom remains actively involved in the
Branford Community. Presently he serves
as the President of the historic Branford
Center Cemetery, which celebrated its
380th anniversary this past year.
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Adele E. Hodges enlisted in the U. S. Marine
Corps following her graduation from Southern
Connecticut State University. She was accepted
into the Enlisted Commissioning Program
and was commissioned in December, 1980.

Col Hodges assignments included: 1Ist
Medical Battalion, 1st FSSG and 3rd Supply
Battalion, 3rd FSSG in Okinawa Japan;
Marine Pacific Headquarters in
Hawaii; 4th Marine Aircraft Wing in New
Otleans, Louisiana; Headquarters Battalion,
2nd Marine Division in Camp Lejeune;
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center
at Twentynine Palms California; U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College in Fort
Leavenworth Kansas; Marine Corps Combat
Command in  Quantico
Virginia; Brigade Service Support Group
One in Camp Pendleton California; the
U.S. Naval War College in Newport Rode
Island; the NATO Joint Headquarters North
East, and the NATO Joint Warfare Centre in
Stavanger Norway. Her last assignment was
at Headquarters United States Marine Corps,
Office of the Inspector General as the Director
of Readiness Assessments.

Forces

Development

She commanded the 1st Maintenance
Battalion, 1st FSSG at Camp Pendleton,
California and Marine Corps Base Camp
Lejeune, Camp Lejune North Carolina, one of

the largest installations in the Marine Corps.

ADELE E. HODGES
U.S. MARINE CORPS

Stratford

Col Hodges retired in 2011 after over
thirty-three years of service to the United
States Marine Corps. In 2013, she started a
company, RALDFO Group LLC., where she
is President and CFO.

Adele is a Life member of the Marine Corps
League, the Women Marine Association,
Montford Point Marine Association, the VEW,
and National Naval Officers Association.

She was named Onslow County, North
Carolina’s 2006 Woman of the Year in and
most “Intriguing Woman” in 2007. She has
master’s degrees in business administration,
Military Art and Science, and Strategic
Military Studies. Her awards and decorations
include Legion of Merit with one star, Defense
Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal with three stars, and a
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

Meritorious  Service

Currently, Adele is the Chairman for Veterans
Heroes Foundation; Commandant, Greater
Bridgeport MCL Det #654; Member Board
of Directors, Homes for the Brave; Member,
Board of Trustees for Connecticut Veteran
Affairs; Advisory Board Chair, Bridgeport
Salvation Army; and member of the Greater
Bridgeport Veterans Council. Adele sponsors
the Greater Bridgeport Veteran Coffee House
every other month, which is hosted by the
Teamsters Local 191 in Bridgeport.
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Ken began his military service in October
1966, completing Officer Candidate School
and commissioning as a 2nd Lieutenant in
Artillery. After serving as a Safety Officer, he
deployed to Vietnam in 1968 with the 101st
Airborne Division. As a Forward Observer
and later Battery Executive Officer, Ken
fought in the A Shau Valley, earning two
Bronze Stars for Valor, a Purple Heart, and
other commendations. He left active duty in

October 1969.

Following his service, Ken launched a
distinguished career in Human Resources
and Operations spanning over 30 years.
Starting at Pervel Industries in 1970, he
advanced through leadership roles at Dresser
Industries, Embhart’s Farrel Group, and
National Semiconductor, where he doubled
headcount and prevented unionization.
From 1985 to 1996, Ken served as Senior
Corporate HR Executive for Precision Valve
Corporation, directing strategic HR services
across North America and negotiating major
union contracts. He later held senior roles
in hospitality and consulting, founded
an executive search firm, and supported
organizations such as JDSUniphase, ATMI,
and WATERWORKS. Ken holds a BS in
Personnel and Industrial Relations from the
University of Bridgeport.

KENNETH W. KORSU
U.S. ARMY

Southbury

Ken’s commitment to service extended to
advocacy and leadership in professional
organizations, including serving as Past
President of the Westchester Society of
Human Resource Management. He also
contributed to nonprofit sectors as Director
of Benefits at Yale University and Director of
HR at Selfhelp Community Services.

Ken’s involvement with the VFW began
25 years ago when he joined Post 1607 in
Southbury. He soon assumed the position as
adjutant, a position he held for several years
before becoming Quartermaster. Ken served
as Quartermaster for several years before
being elected Commander, a position he
currently holds.

He is active with civic activities including
fundraisers, the Southbury Town Wide
Memorial Day Parade, Flag Day ceremonies,
Veterans Day ceremonies (including Region
15 presentations), and visiting nursing
homes to deliver toiletries and gifts to needy
veterans.

Throughout his life, Ken has remained
deeply dedicated to supporting veterans and
advancing community advocacy initiatives.
Ken is happily married to Mary for over 43
years, is father to Heather, Brian, Jessica and
Joseph, and grandfather to Kayla, Claudia
and Kaleb.



Dennis was the first baby born at the
U.S. Naval Subase, Groton, CT, on
August 6, 1952. He grew up in Taftville,
the French-Canadian part of Norwich,
CT. Growing up, he volunteered with
his church as an Altar Boy, played
sports, and was a Boy Scout. Just after
turning 18 years old, he entered the
U.S. Air Force, during the Vietnam
War. He was trained as a Security
Policeman. During this enlistment,
Dennis was chosen to represent the
USAE working inside the White House
with President Richard M. Nixon.
Among some of his duties, he executed
the Death Watch and Funerals for
President Lyndon B. Johnson in Texas,
President Harry S. Truman in Missouri
and FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover at
the Capitol. He participated in various
State Dinners and the Vietnam Prisoner
of War Dinner at the White House. He
traveled across the country representing
the USAF at various functions.

After being discharged from the USAFE,
he became a CT State Trooper and
retired as a Detective with 23 years of
state service. During this time, he was
also enlisted in the U.S. Army Reserve

DENNIS F. LISEE
U.S. AIR FORCE AND U.S. ARMY

Norwich

and was the Weapons Sergeant on a
Special Forces A-Team, until he was
injured on a jump. He retired after
20 years with the Reserve and was the
Non-Commissioned Officer-In-Charge
of training throughout New England,
when he retired from the USAR. He
also became a Paramedic and received
his Nursing License during this time
and did this for 23 years.

He retired in 1997 and since then has
held active membership and voluntary
positions in multiple veterans service
organizations and other organizations
such as Special Olympics, Boy Scouts,
Young Marines, Knights of Columbus,
and his church.

He has five children, twenty-three
grandchildren ~ and  three  great-
grandchildren and enjoys spending as
much time with them as he can.
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Mike Monaco, a 41-Year-old Marine
Corps Veteran, served on active duty
with 2d Low Altitude Air Defense
Battalion from 2003-2007, deploying
to the Middle East twice. He achieved
the rank of Sergeant, earning numerous
military awards and honors.

Mike was born and raised in
Glastonbury, CT where he still resides
with his wife, McKenzie, and their two
sons, Axel and Austin. He is the Co-
Owner of Monaco Ford of Glastonbury
and Niantic with his sister, Chrissy,
where they employ 130 people at their
fourth-generation business.

Mike serves as the Senior Past
Commandant of the Peter P. Monaco
Jr. Detachment 40 Marine Corps
League (MCL), Past MCL Hartford
County Department Commandant,
and Vice Chairman/Parade Adjutant
of the Veterans Service Commission
of Glastonbury. He is a Life Member
of the MCL Detachment 40, VFW
Post 12150, American Legion Post
210 and Disabled American Veterans.
Additionally, Mike serves as a board
member for Easterseals Capital Region

MICHAEL D. MONACO
U.S. MARINE CORPS

Glastonbury

and Eastern Connecticut, representing
Veterans Rally Point, and is a CT
Committee member of Building
Homes for Heroes. As The 2018
Connecticut Marine Corps League
Marine of the Year, Mike has been
instrumental in strengthening the
MCL presence in the region, helping
grow Detachment 40 from nearly
nonexistent membership to more than
180 active members from all branches
of the Armed Services. He also chairs
the Hike to Remember, an annual
event that draws approximately 250
veterans from all branches to hike in
honor of veteran suicide prevention,
raising awareness and support for
mental health among the military
community. Through this effort, the
program has successfully raised over
$300,000 in the past 12 years.

Throughout his work in business,
community leadership, and veterans’
advocacy, Mike remains deeply
committed to service, thus continuing
a tradition of dedication that reflects
both his family values and Marine
Corps heritage.



Avon

Bill graduated from John Carroll
University in 1961 with a degree
in Philosophy and History. He
completed the ROTC program and
is a U.S. Army veteran having served
in Korea, Germany and Vietnam
retiring as a Major. Commendations
include the Bronze Star and Army
Commendation Medal. He went
on to spend 38 successful years
in Investment Management and
obtained an MBA. Bill’s deep love for
and commitment to veterans has been
exhibited over his 28 years as a member
of Avon VFW Post 3272 through
a distinguished history of service to
all in the Avon Community which
has made him a legend. He has held
several leadership positions including
Post Commander from 2008-2010
and Chairman of the Poppy Drive for
many years raising revenues to over
$20,000. He was author of the Post
newsletter for 16 years winning 1st
place for CT VFW Post publications
for 4 years and VFW National 3rd
place in 2011. As Membership Chair
for years, he was the Post’s number one
recruiter as each member has a story of
how he recruited them. He established
a close relationship between the Post
and the Avon and Canton Public

WILLIAM J. NEWMAN
U.S. ARMY

Schools bringing recognition to the
sacrifices of veterans to those who
would have been unaware of them. In
2013, Bill offered an inspiring series
of presentations at the Avon Library
to educate the community about the
Vietnam War including testimonies
from Post Vietnam Veterans and 8
Vietnamese-Americans. In 2015 he
created a similar series on WWIL
His greatest love and achievement
for 15 years has been to write the
Military Service Histories of over 200
Post members from throughout the
Farmington Valley which are displayed
in the Avon Library, often being asked
by families to read their loved one’s
history at their funeral services. Bill
helped create the Veteran’s Memorial
at the Church of St. Ann, Avon and
having the bridge over the Farmington
River named after Glido T. Consolini
whose name the Post bears. His
awards include the Post Veteran of
the Year Award in 2005, VFW Honor
Commander ~ 2008-2009,  Avon
Citizen of the Year Award in 2015,
the Rotary’s Paul Harris Fellow Award
in 2018 and the 2022 Saint Joseph
Archdiocesan Medal of Appreciation.



Charles M. “Charlie” Pickett continued a
family legacy of military service when he
joined the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
in 2007 at age 39. He served seven years
and tours in Iraq and Afghanistan with
the 814th Multi-Role Bridge Company
in Fort Polk, Louisiana, and led route-
clearance teams during Hurricane Sandy
with the 250th Engineer Company,
Connecticut Army National Guard. In
recognition of his service, SSG Pickett
received the Combat Action Badge,
three Army Commendation Medals, and
numerous additional awards.

Like his father, Navy veteran and State
Senator John E Pickett Jr, and his
grandfather, World War I Army veteran
John E Pickett Sr., both of Middletown,
Charlie continued to serve his country
after the military as a dedicated veteran
advocate and leader.

Wanting to combat the veteran suicide
crisis in America and realizing there were
no open veteran service organizations
in New Haven, Pickett organized the
chartering of both the VFW New Haven
Post 12150 in 2015 and the American
Legion Post 210 in 2018, while working
as an award-winning English teacher at

the Sound School.

CHARLES M. PICKETT
U.S. ARMY

New Haven

Understanding that social connectedness
is a valuable, community-based suicide
prevention strategy, Pickett organized
and volunteered for countless social and
charitable activities, seeking to build a
thriving veterans community in New
Haven. Pickett also organized both the
Save Our Cemetery (SOC) campaign in
2024, and the America 250 Connecticut
Veterans Coalition in 2025, a joint VFW
and American Legion effort, which
developed and coordinated veteran-
focused programs statewide, celebrating
America’s 250th anniversary.

Lastly, Pickett was the first Iraq
and Afghanistan war veteran to be
commander of the VFW Department of
Connecticut (2025), and he was the first
Municipal Veterans Representative for the
City of New Haven (2021), acting as the
coordinating representative in all matters
concerning veterans in the ElIm City.
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Alex is a U.S. Army Combat Veteran
and Bronze Star Medal Recipient of the
Iraq War where he led teams on several
hundred combat missions. Alex also
served a tour of duty in Afghanistan as a
Defense Civilian Intelligence Ofhicer and
ran a national program level operation.
He completed his federal service at
the Pentagon as the Chief of Sensitive
Activities for Special Operations and
Low-Intensity Conflict in the Ofhice of
the Secretary of Defense where he was
responsible for operations and policy for
a suite of compartmented programs.

As a Veteran, Alex has helped to evacuate
U.S. citizens and vulnerable allies from
war zones to include running ground
and flight operations for the State
Department in Afghanistan during the
Afghan Airlift, in Ukraine, and most
recently in Gaza. He and his teammates
assisted over 10,000 people in total.
Governor Lamont has appointed Alex
to serve on the Connecticut Task Force
for Afghan Refugee resettlement.
He currently works as an enterprise
technology executive and on air CNN
National Security Analyst. He is also a
Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council

ALEX J. PLITSAS
U.S. ARMY

Fuirfield

where he runs the Counterterrorism
Program. Alex also serves as a track two
diplomat and recently participated in
delegations to Syria and Iraq.

Alex has served as a Fire Commissioner
and Justice of the Peace in the Town of
Fairfield and is a member of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars, the American Legion,
Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans of America,
and Disabled Americans Veterans. He
is also a Board Director for Special
Operations Association of America and
the OSS Society.

Alex holds a certificate in Emergency
Management from FEMA, completed his
undergraduate studies in Political Science
at American University, and attended
graduate school for Global Security
Studies at John Hopkins University, all in
Washington, D.C.

Alex, his wife Lisa, and twin daughters
Isabella and Sophia reside in Fairfield.
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ENTRANCE OF THE 2025 INDUCTEES
MASTER OF CEREMONIES
USMC VETERAN GIL SIMMONS
MORNING METEOROLOGIST WITNH/NEWS 8

POSTING OF COLORS
NATIONAL ANTHEM

SSG. LUKE POWERS
102D ARMY BAND

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
AND MOMENT OF SILENCE

INVOCATION
CHAPLAIN, CAPT. (CHAP.) SETH JOHNSON



"VETERANS HALL OF FAME
y INDUCTION CEREMONY

NUARY 22, 2026

REMARKS AND INTODUCTION OF THE

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
RON WELCH
COMMISSIONER, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

REMARKS AND INTODUCTION OF THE

GOVERNOR
THE HONORABLE SUSAN BYSIEWICZ
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

INDUCTION—CLASS OF 2025
GOVERNOR NED LAMONT
LT. GOVERNOR SUSAN BYSIEWICZ
COMMISSIONER RON WELCH

BENEDICTION
CHAPLAIN, CAPT. (CHAP.) SETH JOHNSON

Light refreshments will be available immediately following the program
in the Gold Star Families Memorial Auditorium.
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Michael A. Rogalsky is a proud Vietnam
Veteran who has earned widespread
recognition for hisleadership and dedication
to veterans and the community. In 2015, he
was named Connecticut State American
Legion Adjutant of the Year, received the
Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce
William J. Pomfret Veteran Community
Service Award, and was honored by the
Hartford Courant as a Hometown Hero.
In 2016, Congressman John B. Larson
presented him with the Fallen Star Award
for his efforts in bringing the Fallen Star
Memorial and the Global War on Terror
Wall of Remembrance to East Hartford.

Michael has devoted years to preserving
veterans history. A Life Member of the
Greater Middletown Military Museum
since 2005, he joined its Board of Directors
in 2006 and served on the City Military
which
oversaw the construction of a permanent
museum that opened in 2019. He also
contributed to creating a Vietnam War 50th

Anniversary memorial in Middletown’s
City Hall.

Museum  Building Committee,

MICHAEL A. ROGALSKY
U.S. ARMY

Middletown

At the state level, Michael has served on
the American Legion Department of
Connecticut VA & R Commission since
2016 and works on the State Legislation
Commission.  His extended
beyond veterans when, in 2018, he
partnered with the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service and Elks Lodge
#771 to return the U.S. Citizenship
Naturalization Ceremony to Middletown.

advocacy

Michael also strengthened Middletown’s
commitment to honoring service through
planning, fundraising, and installing a
monument on Veterans Green for those
who served in conflicts since Vietnam.
Additionally, he helped secure a memorial
dedicated to Blue Star and Gold Star
Families, ensuring lasting recognition for
service members and their families.



Everett G. Shepard III, a resident of
Woodstock, CT, was born in Putnam,
CT, but raised and educated in many
locations due to his fathers career as
a Navy Pilot. He graduated from high
school in Springfield, VA. He served
in the US. Army from June 1967 to
October 1970, as a Military Intelligence
Coordinator at the Army Intelligence
School, after which, he attended Nichols
College in Dudley, MA, graduating in
1974 with a BSBA.

He is an honorary life member of The
American Legion Benson-Flugel Post
111 in Woodstock, having joined
in December 1976. He served four
terms as Post Commander and as 4th
District Commander in 1982-1983.
His department positions include
Department Commander 1999-2000
and Department Adjutant 2006-2016.
Everett was appointed National Sergeant-
at-Arms of The American Legion on
August 29, 2024, serving until August
28, 2025.

EVERETT G. SHEPARD III
U.S. ARMY

Woodstock

His first interest in The American Legion
was the Connecticut Boys State Program,
serving as a counselor since 1977. He still
serves his post as Adjutant and Treasurer
of the Tri-Town American Legion
Baseball program. He continues to serve
the district as Judge Advocate and the
department as Chair of the Convention
& Conferences Committee and as
President of the Connecticut American
Legion Foundation.

Now retired, Everett worked as a
computer programmer for 28 years
before being hired as the Connecticut
Department Adjutant in 2006. From
1983 to 2005, he served the town of
Woodstock part-time on the Board of
Education, Board of Selectmen, and
Board of Finance. He has been a Justice
of the Peace since 2001. He and wife
Patricia have been married since 1970
and have one son and a granddaughter.
When weather and his schedule permit,
he enjoys playing golf at least two times a
week, preferably three or four.



CONNECTICUT VETERANS HALL OF FAME

Juliet Taylor enlisted in the U.S. Army from
2002 to 2014. She served honorably both
stateside and overseas, to include tours in
support of Operation Iragi Freedom II and
Operation Enduring Freedom.

Juliet is a distinguished graduate of the Army
Basic Non-commissioned Officer course,
Army Warriors and Jr. Leader course, Army
Equal Opportunity Leaders Representative
Army Field Sanitation course,
Army Combat Life Saver course, Patient

course,

Administration course, Chaplain Assistant
course, Army Sexual Assault Prevention and
Response Program, Army Suicide Prevention
and Awareness Program, and Army Contract
Apprentice course.

Her awards and decorations include The
Army Commendation Medals, Army
Good Conduct Medal, the Army Reserve
Component Achievement Medal, the Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal,
the Noncommissioned Officer Professional
Development Ribbon, and the Army Service
Ribbon.

Juliet is a Class of 2022 graduate of the
University of Bridgeport Master’s in Mental

JULIET A. TAYLOR
U.S. ARMY

Bridgeport

Health Counseling Program (LPC-A) and is
currently enrolled in the Doctoral Counselor
Education and Supervision program at Capella
University, Class of 2027. She is employed at
the CT Veteran Legal Center as the Intake
and Program Access Specialist, working with
veterans facing transitional issues, recovering
from mental illness, overcoming legal barriers
to housing, recovering from homelessness,
Military Sexual Trauma, and recovering from
substance abuse.

She continues to serve her community
through several non-profit organizations:
AMVETS Post 43, DAV Chapter 13, DAV
National Women Interim Committee,
Past CT State Department Commander
for the Disabled American Veteran (DAV);
Operation Gift Cards (Advisory Council
member); Female Soldier Forgotten Heroes:
Home for the Braves (Board Member), VEW
Post 10059 Trumbull, Trumbull American
Legion 141, Stand Down at the University of
Bridgeport since 2022.

Juliet is very instrumental in leading several
veteran fundraising and recognition events.
In addition, she empowers her civilian
foster and

counterparts  to patriotism

citizenship.



Pam retired in 2005 as Command Sergeant
Major in the U.S. Army Active/Guard
Reserve. Her final assignment was Devens
Reserve Forces Training Area, Massachusetts.

A member of American Legion Post 154,
Pam visits veterans at Parkway Pavilion
Rehabilitation. She publishes a bi-monthly
newsletter, submits articles to newspapers,
maintains Post 154’s Facebook page and
provides updates for their website. She
volunteers at the State Veterans Home
assisting with Bingo for residents.  For
2024 and 2025 Veterans Standdown, Pam
collected and packaged items for veterans at

Rocky Hill.

Since 2016, Pam has been President,
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 154. In
2018, Unit 154 began hosting Wreaths
Across America. Pam became a Location
Coordinator. Her fundraising increased
sponsorship and participation. Making Unit
154 a top five group in CT several times.

She assists at an annual Four Chaplains’ Mass.
Pam is a 2020 recipient of the Chapel of the
Four Chaplain’s Legion of Honor Award.

Working with Congressman  Courtney’s
office to notify Korean War veterans about

“The Ambassador for Freedom Medal” from

PAMELA A. TOWNSEND
U.S. ARMY

Enfreld

the Republic of South Korea, she established
a database and contacted over one-thousand
veterans.

As Public Relations Officer for Enfield’s
Veterans Council (EVC) she manages social
media, news articles, and advertises veteran
events. She communicates with Town
leadership and with Enfield’s Town Manager
to publish events on Enfield’s website.

She joined the EVC sub-committee for
the 250th Anniversary of our Nation. Pam
advertises to the public and coordinates with
town leaders.

Pam assisted Enfield’s Town Clerk’s office in
identifying and notifying Enfield’s World War
II veterans to celebrate the 80th Anniversary
ending World War IL.

An Enfield 2023 Patriot of the Year recipient,
now member of the Enfield Patriot Award
Committee. Pam served as Secretary and
Chairman.

Pam has been married to Lucien Lefevre
for 35 years. They have a beautiful, blended
family.
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Russell E. Vibberts, Jr. embodies a lifelong

commitment to service, rooted in a
family legacy dating back to the American
Revolution and the Civil War. Born in
Waycross, Georgia, while his father served
in the U.S. Navy, Russ was raised in the
longtime family home of East Hartford,

Connecticut.

Drafted in January 1967, Sergeant Vibberts
served with distinction as a combat
infantryman in the 2nd Battalion, 47th
Infantry Regiment (Mechanized), 9th
Infantry Division. During the 1968 Tet
Offensive and the Mini Tet in May 1968,
his courage under fire earned him the Bronze
Star Medal with V Device, Vietnamese
Gallantry Cross with Bronze Star, Purple
Heart, the Combat Infantryman Badge and
the Valorous Unit Award.

Following his Honorable Discharge in
December 1968, Russ transitioned to a
successful civilian career, first as a Navy-
certified welder and later as an insurance
professional. As the owner of a Nationwide
Insurance Agency, he achieved the prestigious

RUSSELL E. VIBBERTS, JR.
U.S. ARMY

Stafford Springs

Million Dollar Round Table distinction for
excellence in service. In Stafford Springs, he
became a pillar of the community, serving on
the Board of Education, the Inland Wetlands
Commission, and leading as President of
both the Stafford Rotary Club and Midget
Football League.

Russ’s most enduring legacy is his devotion
to his fellow soldiers. For over twenty years,
he chaired the 47th Infantry Regimental
Association  Reunion ~ Committee. In
recognition of his support, he was named a
Distinguished Member of the 47th Infantry
Regiment and received the Order of Saint
Maurice and the Meritorious Public Service

Medal.

Central to Russ’s life is his family. He married
his wife, Fileen, in 1967. While Russ was
serving in Vietnam, their first son, Scott,
was born. Upon his return, the family grew
to include two more children, Christine
and Eric. Today, Russ and Eileen are the
proud grandparents of seven grandchildren,
continuing a proud American tradition of
family and service.



Sherri (Clark) Vogt enlisted in the U.S.
Army at 17 years old in 1986 inspired by
her father’s service in the 173 Airborne
Brigade and her two grandfathers™ service
in WWI and WWIL
demonstrated deep pride and patriotism

Her mother

that motivated Sherri to serve in the US
Army for 4.5 years. When visiting the
Berlin Wall in 1989, she was struck with
a new idea, return to CT and become a
teacher to spread Democracy; she used
her GI Bill at Eastern Connecticut State
University and became a history teacher.
After a few years of teaching middle school
and volunteering with BSA and GS, she
was asked to work in the Norwich District
Office for Congressman Joe Courtney (CT-
02). It was in this capacity as a case worker
she honed her skills to problem-solve when
people were hurting during the housing
crisis of the early 2000s. Sherri’s “Dream
Job” appeared when Congresswoman
Elizabeth Esty (CT-05) asked Sherri to lead

as a liaison for veterans & military service

SHERRI L. VOGT
U.S. ARMY

Brooklyn

members and families. Strong relationships
were built with the CT National Guard and
VA Healthcare and benefit offices. Ideas
for federal legislation came from casework
in CT and were signed by both President
Obama and President Trump. Listening to
Blue Water veterans directly impacted the
development of the PACT Act and the VA’
Assistance to Caregivers Program. Working
with DAV, Operation Gift Card, Take a
Vet Fishing has given Sherri the viewpoint
to impact volunteerism at work as the
Veterans Liaison at Hartford HealthCare
and co-chair of the Veterans & Currently
Serving Colleague Resource Group. Sherri
has served for over a decade on the CT
DVA Board of Trustees. As a founder of
the Veterans with Disabilities Task Force,
there has been great growth in developing
policy for veterans to receive life-altering
care with breakthrough technology in
neuromodulation. She lives in Brooklyn
and serves on the Board of Selectmen.
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CLASS of 2005

Nathan George Agostinelli
George Herbert Walker Bush
William Thomas Coffey, Sr.
Dr. Randall Howard Collins
Bruce Hults Ey

Joseph G. Lombardo
Giacomo “Jack” Mordente IT
Lt. James Sedalia Peters [T
Ernest Virgil Plantz
Norman Warren VanCor

CLASS of 2006
Douglas A. Bora
Robert A. Janicki
Franklin E. Johnson, Sr.
William ]. Johnston
Evans Edward Kerrigan
Peter Robert Pardo
Anthony Vito Savino
James S. Tierney

Carl Roderick Venditto
Edward Washburn Whitaker

CLASS of 2007
Michael J. Daly
Alfred Faticoni

Dr. George G. Gentile
Elwood A.D. Lechausse
Anthony Mammola
Alfred A. Meadows
Robert ]. Nearine
Col. Robert B. Nett
Tony Paul Pia
Darrell D. Stark

CLASS of 2008

Evans H. Daniels, Jr
Valentine David Galasyn
John L. Levitow
Howard Louis Luppi
Barbara Ellen Miller

PAST INDUCTEES

H. Richard Newell, Jr.
William Atchinson O’Neill
Roger Gene Paulmeno
Frederick Gates Reincke
Robert Rudolph Ritz

CLASS of 2009

Richard O. Belden

John “Jack” Dougherty
Robert L. Genovese

Dr. Harvey James Grinsell, Jr.
Brig. Gen. John ]. King

Rev. William David McGee
Brig. Gen. Daniel . McHale
Theodore J. Plamondon, Jr.
Alphonse N. Sabetta

Daniel A. Vece, Jr.

Homer L. Wise

CLASS of 2010
Edmund ]. Burke
Thomas J. Burke
John . Carcioppolo
Robert C. Hunt, Jr.
Doris Troth Lippman
William J. McGurk
Robert C. Moeller
Abner Oakes ITI
Edward V. Sabotka
Robert R. Simmons
Stanley F Zebzda

CLASS OF 2011
Madelon Baranoski
Samuel K. Beamon, Sr.
George Kenneth Carpenter
Ronald Catania

John Gregory Chiarella
Harold B. Farrington, Jr.
Phillip R. Kraft

Ronald Perry

Richard Rampone

Burke Ross

CLASS OF 2012

Father Thomas E. Berberich
Manuel Michael Cardoza, Jr.
Paul E Dillon

Peter Galgano, Jr.

William George Godburn
Norman Hanenbaum

Alan Jepson

Charles Richard Morrissey, Sr.
Herbert Thomas Schacht
Thomas Sheridan

James H. Throwe

Carmine Joseph Vaccaro

CLASS OF 2013

John H. Bannan (posthumously)
George H. Breuler

John (Jack) G. Casey Jr.
Miguel A. Escalera, Sr.
Charles R Gallagher
Robin L. Montgomery
James Milford Mosley
Michael Albert Thomas
William E Vornkahl 111
Robert John Young

CLASS OF 2014

Edwin Francis Atkins
Samuel Baez

Edmond Clark

Maurice L. Collin

Theodore Robert Cummings
Frank Esposito (posthumously)
David William Gay

Robert T. Getman
(posthumously)

Richard A. Herman

Gerald B. Wright
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CLASS OF 2015
Glenn Arthur
Peter Beckwith
John DeBisschop
Elliott Donn
Richard Fuller
Thomas Heath
Allen Lawton
PW Louthain
Dan Riccio, Jr.
Michael Skelps
Greg Smith

CLASS OF 2016
Robert Burns
Bradford Davis
Francis Conahan
Archie Elam
Richard Iannuci
Paul Wm. Orstad
Linda S. Schwartz
Salvatore Sena
Kiell Tollefsen
Arthur Ward

CLASS OF 2017
Alfred Adinolfi
Robert Bailey
Philip Cacciola
Benjamin Cooper
Dominick Cortese
Lawrence Herrmann
Chester Morgan
Thomas Pandolfi
Thomas Quinn
William Sullivan
John Turk

CLASS OF 2018

Frank Alvarado

Kevin Brown “Red Eagle”
Daniel Camilliere

David I Cole

PAST INDUCTEES

Robert J. Froelick

Donald R. Maranell
William Charles Mason, Jr.
Lawrence Isiah Riley
Anthony J. Sileo

CLASS OF 2019
Robert T. Cahill, Sr.
Alfred H. Comeau
Richard King Gorman
Jesse Monroe Harrison
Lenell Kittlitz
Leonard Gene Lanza
Patrick R. Nelligan
Morton Melvin Pear
John A. Sarlo

John “Jack” Shea

CLASS OF 2020
Harvey Curtiss Barnum
Severio “Bob” Fodero
Theodore “Ted” Graziani
Edward Robert Karazin
Kristaps Juris Keggi
Michael “Milke” Kellett
Kenneth R. “K. Robert”
Lewis

Stewart Brett McKinney
Mirca Reyes

Manuel Rodrigues
Heather Sandler

Thomas Eugene Williamson

CLASS OF 2021
Gerald Augustine
Paul Barry

John Bevins

Stanley Borusiewicz
Carlita Cotton
William Currlin
Brian Obler

James Shelmerdine

Brendan Sniffin

CLASS OF 2022
Edwin A. Gomes
Craig Jordan
Alvin Kinsall
Thaddeus Martin
Daniel W, Matthews
JamesPeter Matthews
David Paul McCaffrey
Regina Rush-Kittle
Thomas Francis Olson
John Edward Waggoner
Ronald E. Weil, Sr.
Michael Joseph Zacchea

CLASS OF 2023
John M. Chan
Michael ]. Dalton
Richard G. DiFederico, Jr.
Maurice ]. Fradette
Michael S. Gozzo
Richard T. C. LeFave
Daniel B. Reilly
William E L. Rodgers
Lorenzo A. Santamaria
Charles E Smith

Peter C. Tragni

CLASS OF 2024

Cicero B. Booker, ]r.
Ronald A. Farina

Anthony J. Gaunichaux, Sr.
Thomas L. Kanasky, Jr.
Lucien H. Lefevre

Conley E Monk, Jr.

Donna A. Monteleone
Lesbia I. Nieves

William E O’Brien, Jr.
Stanley J. Prybylski (posthumously)
Steven A. Ricard

Scott W, Rosado

William J. Stowell

John W. White
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CLASS OF 2025

Thomas Martin Brockett — U.S. Air Force — Branford
Adele Erica Hodges — U.S. Marine Corps — Stratford
Kenneth William Korsu — U.S. Army — Southbury
Dennis Fernand Lisee — U.S. Air Force & U.S. Army — Norwich
Michael David Monaco — U.S. Marine Corps — Glastonbury
William Joseph Newman — U.S. Army — Avon
Charles Matthew Pickett — U.S. Air Force — New Haven
Alex John Plitsas — U.S. Army — Fairfield
Michael Anthony Rogalsky — U.S. Army — Middletown
Everett Goff Shepard III — U.S. Army — Woodstock
Juliet Antoinette Taylor — U.S. Army — Bridgeport
Pamela Ann Townsend — U.S. Army — Enfield
Russell Eugene Vibberts, Jr. — U.S. Army — Stafford Springs
Sherri Lee Vogt — U.S. Army — Brooklyn
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2025 Executive Committee
Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame

State Representative Mark Anderson
John J. Carcioppolo

Major General Fran Evon
State Representative Jamie Foster
State Senator Jeffrey Gordon
Adele Hodges
State Senator Paul Honig
Patrick Nelligan

Commissioner Ron Welch

For additional information regarding the
Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame, please contact:

Office of the Commissioner
Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs
287 West Street, Rocky Hill, Connecticut 06067
(860) 616-3603

Or visit www.portal.ct.gov/DVA

Grateful appreciation is extended to all those agencies, organizations and
individuals who help support the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame
throughout the year and who have made todays induction ceremony possible.



CONNECTICUT VETERANS
HALL OF FAME

WE SALUTE YOU!







Office of the Commissioner
Connecticut Department of Veterans Affairs
287 West Street
Rocky Hill, Connecticut 06067
(860) 616-3603
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